ROSEBOWL DRAMA FESTIVAL – report by Rachael Hicks – Festival Co-ordinator

Those of you who were fortunate enough to attend the Rosebowl Drama Festival on Friday 16th and Saturday 17th May, will no doubt have been impressed by the effort and professionalism of all six theatre groups that participated in the event.  As per usual, the festival was adjudicated by David Thomas who made his 21st appearance at the event which has been running for 22 years.
Friday evening began with a performance by SPACE Youth Group from Episkopi who performed, Sing When You’re Winning, a comedy about the quest of a girls’ football team to win the Cup final.  David praised the actors for their flow and disciplined performance and he remarked that they had performed well with what he described as a ‘poor script’.  The group were awarded two trophies on Saturday.  Firstly, the ‘Rosebud’, a new trophy created to award Youth theatre on the basis of the effectiveness of the production as theatre, and the ‘Waistcoat’ trophy for the best/most interesting set.

Following from SPACE Youth Group’s performance, Dhekelia Theatre Club presented Last Panto in Little Grimley.  David praised the actors for their delivery of lines and their reactions as well as good use of inflexion.  The company were advised not to sit, saying, “Put a chair on the stage and an actor will sit on it” but overall, the performance was strong and entertaining.

Friday evening finished with a performance of Albert Nobbs by the Vouni Independent Players (V.I.P’s).  This performance was unquestionably the most poignant and strongest of the whole festival and the company were awarded the ‘Rosebowl’.  Two of the actors, Bryan and glen Ayres were jointly presented with the David Thomas trophy for their superb acting and beautifully delivered lines.

Saturday night had a very different feel to it as the chosen scripts/improvisations were of a rather less comic nature.  SPACE Theatre (who were awarded the Rosebowl at last year’s festival), opened the evening with Half An Idea.  The audience enjoyed the costumes and David praised the actors for their delivery of lines and positioning and levelling.

Heritage School from Limassol followed this performance with an improvised piece that was written and directed by the actors who devised the play as part of their GCSE Drama exam.  The group effectively used a minimalist set and suitable tension was created.  Personally I felt this group deserved more praise for their efforts as it takes considerable time and effort to write, perform and direct a piece of drama and considering the age of the students, they did remarkably well.
The festival concluded with Mercury Theatre Group who performed a play called, Hero set in 1916 on the Western Front.  Mercury were congratulated for their authentic set, sound effects and clever opening but were advised not to have a curtain call.  They were awarded The Adjudicator’s Pot for their attention to detail – an aspect of the festival which the adjudicator particularly enjoyed.

Overall, the festival was once again a great success and next year it is hoped that it will be back to the usual three nights rather than two.  Many thanks again to all those who performed and spectated the event, your support is much appreciated.

