Rosebowl Drama Festival, 3-5 May 2007
The 21st annual Rosebowl Festal held at St John’s School Episkopi had the usual mix of plays and quality this year and was a particularly special year for David Thomas who celebrated his 20th year as adjudicator of the festival.  David was awarded a rose covered waistcoat on the final evening to thank him for his dedication, enthusiasm and continued encouragement.

Although the festival had the same format as all previous years it was unusual to have so many youth groups taking part this year.  Of the eight performances six were youth groups from across the island.  In my opinion, it was refreshing to see so much enthusiasm and discipline from our younger actors and in no way did this affect the quality and enjoyment of the festival.

Thursday evening began with the play “Dreamjobs” performed by the Paphos International School.  The play explores the dreams of seven ‘E stream’ teenage girls who sadly, are brought down to earth when they realise that their abilities are fit for only the drabbest of occupations.  The performers opened their play with The Everly Brothers song “Dream, Dream, Dream” and used a minimalistic set of chairs and a door which was used as more of a statement and worked well.  The company added in two extra characters and that complimented the piece.  In David’s evaluation of the performance, the actors were advised to slow down the pace of the script and to allow more thinking time for the audience.

Following on from “Dreamjobs” was the performance of “Accidental Death of an Anarchist” presented by The Heritage School from Limassol.  The performers successfully added touches of surrealist humour with the purpose of satirising the corruption of the police and judiciary.  Katerina Potamitis played the Maniac superbly with her delightfully eccentric characterisation and the all female cast were complimented on their use of levelling and brilliantly imaginative comic touches.  Although the humour may not have been to everyone’s taste, the Heritage gave an energetic production that occasionally seemed to go on for a little too long, but overall, was fast, funny and entertaining.

Thursday concluded with “Snow…..Sort of……White” presented by Stage One Theatre from Paphos.  I personally enjoyed this play immensely and this performance certainly received the most laughs out of all the festival performances.  As the title suggests, this play is loosely based on the traditional fairy story.   The ugly sisters worked well as they spoke in unison, and the characters of ‘Partless’, ‘Weirdy’ and ‘Prince Charming’ added touches of humour and made the cliché’s work.  In particular Alashiya Gorde, stood out from the rest with her excellent portrayal of the narrator and at the end of the festival she was awarded with the Adjudicator Pot for her controlled and enigmatic acting.

Friday evening had a distinctly more sombre atmosphere as all three performances were based on themes ranging from suicide to bullying.  However, they were all enjoyed in terms of dramatic quality.  The night was opened with “The Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty” by SPACE Youth Theatre.  The characters began acting before the play was introduced which allowed the performers to get into character before the play began.  David Thomas highlighted Max Cassily as the police constable, Tom Mills as Stubbs and Simon Scoble as Humpty for their characterisation and Nand Cassily was compliment on her pertinent direction of the cast.  In particular her choice not to have a curtain call which allowed the audience to think about the themes of the play.
SPACE adult theatre followed on with “Cliff’s Edge”.  A play full of sardonic humour.  The actors showed concentration and discipline and the piece was well timed with good use of pause and pace.  All thee actors complimented the clever script writing and John Hall as Cliff was given a special mention for his excellent characterisation and relationship with the other actors on stage.  John was later awarded The David Thomas trophy for his performance.

Friday evening ended with the topical performance of “Spider and the Bird” by Paphos Youth Group.  This play explored teenage life in relation to drugs and gang culture.  Once again, a minimalist set was used and it worked well.  Although the performance was criticised for being episodic with not enough flow between the scenes, the staging and action, was, in my opinion, very strong and superbly directed.  Michelle Nonyelu’s role as the teacher gave the piece creditability and the music and streetwise images made the piece contemporary and relevant.  In particular, Natalie Charalambous stood out for her subtle but, believable acting.  As David remarked, “She’s one to watch out for!”

The final evening of the festival saw two more performances; the first by Attitude Theatre from Dhekelia entitled “Six Primroses Each.  This play had the youngest performers but they all performed superbly.  The cast had a good attack and collective speech and the costumes complimented the piece.  Similar to “Spider and the Bird” the use of an adult in an adult role added a sense of reality.  There was a lovely moment of pathos at the end of the play which had many in the audience reaching for their hankies!

The Rosebowl concluded with Mercury theatre Group’s presentation of “The Master and the Maid” a minimalistic piece but lots of fun, and it kept the audience attentive and amused throughout.  Perhaps the chairman character could have watched the play from the audience rather than exiting between the sketches but overall, the performance ended the festival on a high note.

Although the Rosebowl is a festival not a competition, the audience were inevitably eager to find out which group would be awarded the ‘Rosebowl’.  At the end of the evening David summarised his observations and CBF Air Vice Marshal Richard Lacey presented SPACE Theatre with the trophy for their performance of “Cliff’s Edge”.  I think everyone who attended will agree that the festival was a great success and a delight to see so much enthusiasm from both the young and not so young.

