Any Dream Will Do
In summer 1967, Andrew Lloyd Webber was asked by Alan Doggett, head of the Music Department at Colet Court, St Paul’s Junior School who taught his younger brother, Julian, to write a ‘pop cantata’ for the school to sing at their Easter end of term concert. Andrew invited his friend Tim Rice to write the lyrics thus Joseph blossomed into life with the first embryonic 20-minute performance: the rest is history.
40 years later, SPACE bravely engineered a miracle: Joseph is a huge musical and, with limited resources available, the new SPACE production is a considerable achievement and something of a milestone for SPACE.
The Story 

Jacob has 12 sons – a prolific re-production count for any parent (with SPACE aficionado John Hall, as the admirable Jacob). Jacob buys his favourite son, Joseph, a magnificent Coat of Many Colours creating jealously amongst the brothers. Joseph starts to describe grandiose dreams, the last straw for his covetous brothers. They throw him into a pit and plot to kill him. Changing their mind, they sell him as a slave telling dad he died fighting a goat. Joseph is sold to Potiphar (played by Steve Cassily, in an outrageously loud and shiny Teddy suit). 

Mr and Mrs Potiphar grow to like Joseph with Mrs P (Karen Morris) liking him rather too much - not altogether surprising as Joseph, a Donny Osmond look-alike played by Andy Campbell, parades around in a towel-like loin cloth and little else for much of the show. Potiphar becomes jealous and puts him in jail.

The Music
The musical relies on Joseph and the Narrator to sing well on stage; the story told by the Narrator. At this point, we must emphasise the pivotal roles of Andy Campbell (Joseph) and Lucy Bent (Narrator). Appearing in more than 100 performances of Joseph at the Theatre Royal, Windsor as a 12-year old, Lucy Bent is a Joseph veteran! Lucy sings beautifully, bird-like, with a mature sophistication that captures the songs and story perfectly. Andy Campbell, nevertheless is a casting director’s dream (no pun intended) - good-looking and good to listen to, Andy’s singing voice would grace any West End stage, the catchy song Any Dream Will Do rivalling the Jason Donovan original.
Jon Kille, Co-Director and Musical Director, is a hugely talented musician, his expertise evident throughout; the quality live quintet consisting of John Bones (Drums); Alan Churcher (Bass Guitar); Hannah Eardley (Flute); Harry Beaumont (Trumpet) and Jon Kille (Keyboards). There are some really funny lines and catchy tunes. Two favourites: the Pharaoh when he sings “the King”, if you catch my drift; and the song about Benjamin sung in a calypso Jamaican tone. The humour is in the music, dance (choreography by Lynsay Kille) and the lyrics. 
The Brothers, Choir and Chorus bring bags of vitality and energy to the musical. And Stage Manager, George Beevers, had a vision too, introducing a fully computerised, Back Screen Projection system just in time for Joseph. The stage and set-build crew, lighting, sound, and costume teams (what a fabulous coat!) worked tirelessly.

Back to the story….

Joseph is very depressed whilst in jail. Two other men, a butler and a baker (Simon Scoble and Tom Mills respectively) are thrown in with him. Joseph is an expert at interpreting dreams, thus on release the butler tells the Pharaoh (budding rock star Lee Francis) of Joseph’s vision i.e. start saving food now for 7-years as the next 7-years after that they will run out. Pharaoh is so impressed he makes Joseph his 2iC.
Back in Canaan the brothers are starving because they didn’t save any food. They decide to go to Egypt to beg for food but don’t recognise Joseph. Joseph tests the brothers by hiding a gold cup in a sack of grain. But despite some admonishment, all is forgiven, father comes to Egypt and everyone lives Happily Ever After.
Finale

A very special tribute must go to Jon and Lynsay Kille: they really have pulled off something of a coup, brilliantly co-directing this marvellous show. 
