No business like S.P.A.C.E. business
Report by Katherine Brown

With the only junior chorus in British Forces Cyprus and tickets selling out days in advance, it seemed that S.P.A.C.E.’s latest production already smelled of musical success.

Now That’s What I Call Music! directed and produced by Colin Hadley, was an assortment of hit songs from popular musicals, from Swing, to Walt Disney classics like Beauty and the Beast, to West Side Story and Les Miserables. A well chosen medley of songs meant that everyone recognised something they could sing and clap along to. 

The twelve-strong junior chorus looked and sounded brilliant. Full of energy and smiles, they entertained the crowd with balloon-waving and beach ball throwing in time to songs like ‘Walking on Sunshine’. The junior chorus held some promising musical talent, with impressive solos from Krissy Ferguson, Hannah Yates, Millie Webber and Rhys Williams. 

Krissy Ferguson looked the part as she sang ‘Maybe’ from the musical Annie, wearing a night-gown and carrying a bucket and brush. She gave a studious performance and switched with ease to the upbeat tone of a ‘Hard Knock Life’ when she was joined on stage by the rest of the girls junior chorus. Cloudy Cassell added a modern twist to the character of Mrs Hannigan. She sang ‘Little Girls’, winding around the stage in a silky nighty and suspenders.f

The more well-known songs such as ‘Supercalifragilistic’ encouraged extra cheers. The costumes were first class and Lucy Bent and Andy Campbell were believable as Mary and Bert. 

Andy Campbell pulled off the 1950’s blues sound required for ‘That’s Life’ from Swing. Later, during his rendition of ‘I Feel Good’, he wasn’t put off by Cloudy Cassell’s wandering hands. 

Lucy proved herself as an all-rounder as she slipped into different characters as the songs required. She joined Colin Hadley on stage for ‘The Song That Goes Like This’ from Monty Python’s Spamalot, a humerous look at the schmaltzy side of musical ballads. 

Claire Milford’s solo performances including ‘How Lucky Can You Get’ from Funny Lady, ‘Somewhere’ from West Side Story and ‘Candle on the Water’ from the Disney musical, Pete’s Dragon were consistently pleasing. 
Hidden gems also included Alan Churcher as ‘Minnie the Moocher’ from Blues Brothers winning plenty of audience participation, Bill Potter in ‘If I Were a Rich Man’ from Fiddler on the Roof, and Fiona Morrison and Colin Hadley’s rendition of ‘Baby It’s Cold Outside’ – you could just imagine him sweet-talking her into one more drink. 

‘America’ from West Side Story was also a corker. The costumes and dancing conjured up 1960’s Puerto Rico and John Hall’s Spanish accent was so good it was hard to understand everything he said. 

The full complement of the chorus on stage lit up the auditorium for songs like ‘Blues in the Night’ and ‘Light at the End of the Tunnel’ from Starlight Express. There was not a foot or hand out of place in numbers like ‘One Day More’ from Les Miserables and the costumes added to the power of the show. 

Assistant Director, Lucy Bent said of the performance: “Everyone has worked so hard since we started rehearsing. It’s such an achievement and it’s been great fun. All the hard work’s paid off.” 

This is another great achievement for S.P.A.C.E. The show exposed some real musical talent thanks to a great deal of hard work and conscientious productions and choregraphy. 

