West End in the WSBA at S.P.A.C.E. Theatre’s “Music of the Night” 

Report by Lucy Bent

Friday 16th & Saturday 17th September was a special night for all those lucky enough to get tickets to the sell-out performances of “Music of the Night” at SPACE Theatre in Episkopi. “Outstanding!”, “Brilliant!”, “The best thing I’ve seen!” were just some of the comments from the audiences who came to see this musical extravaganza of songs from the Shows. 
“Music of the Night” was the brainchild of chairman of SPACE, Colin Hadley, inspired several months ago after he had organised a successful theatre workshop about musicals. In the two years that Colin has been a member of SPACE, he has brought a wealth of experience to the club from performing in many musicals at St Andrews Players in Harrogate and from his entertainment business. After the show, Colin commented “It has always been a dream of mine to stage a production of songs from the Shows.  The wealth of musical talent here is incredible and so many people on and off stage have helped to make it such a fantastic show. Thankyou to everyone involved for making my dream come true.” 
The audience was captivated right from the start when search lights and dramatic sounds of a helicopter introduced the opening number from “Miss Saigon”. Famous songs from well known and loved musicals flowed fluidly from scene to scene:- two more numbers from “Miss Saigon” including a particularly rousing rendition of ‘Last Night of the World’ by Mike MacPherson and Victoria Dyson; a comical interlude from Carol Heads in ‘I Can’t Say No’ from Oklahoma; a medley from “Phantom of the Opera” brilliantly performed by Bill Potter, Lucy Bent & Colin Hadley; and a superbly harmonious medley from the “King & I” sung by Claire Milford, Rebecca Scoble and Victoria Dyson. Claire Milford again wowed the audience as Pocahontas in ‘Colours of the Wind’ and Victoria Dyson was truly sensational once more with a heart-wrenching version of ‘I Dreamed a Dream’ from “Les Miserables”. Also in “Les Miserables” was a wonderfully comical Bill Potter as ‘Master of the House’, supported by his hilarious long suffering spouse, played by Gill Hadley, and a rabble of drinkers.  
A large chorus helped to bring many scenes to life, including a scene with a collection of songs from “Rat Pack The Musical” set at a cabaret with all the cast in evening attire. Mike ‘Frank Sinatra’ MacPherson delighted the ladies with ‘Ain’t That a Kick in the Head’; Karen Mangan and Laura Varney looked stunning in ‘Ole Devil Called Love’; and Colin Hadley and Alan Churcher were the perfect duo in ‘Me & My Shadow’ and ‘Did You Evah’.  Alan Taylor-Shearer displayed great versatility in two songs from the “Lion King”, with a stirring rendition of the ‘Circle of Life’ draped in a spectacular lion robe supported by a full chorus, and as a comical ‘Pumba’ in ‘Hakuna Matata’ accompanied by Mike ‘Timon’ MacPherson and the Junior Chorus.  

Choreographer Claire Milford is one of the many new members of SPACE involved with the production. Along with the costumes by June Ross, Claire’s ideas helped to bring each scene to life using a combination of dance and movement. Over the summer, twelve children from SPACE Youth Theatre worked hard with Claire and the Youth Theatre’s director Nand Cassily to add a real sense of animation and vibrancy to the scenes from the “Sound of Music”, whose songs were aptly taught to the Von Trap children by Epi Primary School teacher Daisy ‘Maria’ Aitken, as well as classic songs from Disney films, and a spectacular African dance routine that started off the second half of the show. The children have been exceptional throughout the whole production and are a real credit to the Youth Theatre. Praise must go to Lydia Ellis-Feather who sang a tear-jerking version of ‘Castle of a Cloud’ from “Les Miserables”, and to Hannah ‘Lion King’ Yates and Rhys ‘Mogley’ Williams. 13 year-old Nina Ellis-Feather, who sang “Get Happy” in the adults’ “Swing” section, showed maturity beyond her years and would have made Zoe Birkett proud.  Sadly, this is the last production for 10 year-old Aimee Padden, who brought a tear to many people’s eyes poignantly clutching her teddy bear at the end of ‘So Long Farewell’ from the “Sound of Music”. Aimee has been involved in many productions at SPACE over the years, including playing Tinkerbell in Peter Pan last January, and will be sorely missed.

Following the remarkable comments received from the audience, director Colin Hadley revealed that he was already planning the next show. “There are just so many brilliant musicals out there with so many songs that everyone knows and loves.”  Mike MacPherson, whose gifted voice sang five of the solos, said “I think “Music of the Night” has been so successful because going to see a musical is one of the things that people miss about the UK. Everyone can relate to their favourite songs from their favourite shows. It’s been an amazing opportunity for the audience to come and see that little bit of the West End for just £4”. 
If you missed the chance to get tickets for this sell-out production, SPACE will be performing a selection from “Music of the Night” at Curium ancient amphitheatre on Friday 30th September at 6.30pm in aid of the Limassol Centre for Autistic Children. Tickets are £5 on the door, or contact Carole on 99 427 572. 

SPACE’s musical talent does not stop here, as many of those involved with “Music of the Night” have also been busy rehearsing for the musical “Oliver!” which is showing at SPACE on 27-30 October & 3-5 November.  Tickets are now on sale at Episkopi HIVE and at the SPACE Box Office Tel 99 02 02 44 - book your tickets early to avoid disappointment. 

