Golden Ticket Success - S.P.A.C.E. Youth Theatre Deliver 
a Wonka Whipple-Scrumptious Fudgemallow Delight of a Show
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Thursday 7th to Saturday 9th July was an everlasting gobstopper of a delight for audiences young and old who came to see S.P.A.C.E. Youth Theatre’s production of Charlie & the Chocolate Factory. Their production was the culmination of the hard work put in through out the year by the thirty children aged 9-16 who attend weekly theatre workshops at S.P.A.C.E. Youth Theatre under the tutelage of Nand Cassily and her team.  

Director Carole Cording’s choice of Richard George’s adaptation of the Roald Dahl classic tale is highly appropriate with the worldwide release of the film, featuring Jonny Depp as Willy Wonka, only days away.    The play is also a special favourite of Carole’s. “I have wanted to direct Charlie ever since I watched my son perform as an Oompa Loompa in 1986. Family and friends thought I was mad to take on directing a cast of almost thirty young people.  However with the good basic theatre training obtained by their attending Youth Theatre every week the challenge wasn’t quite as difficult as one might imagine. All the performers have worked extremely hard - it’s not easy to get motivated in temperatures of 30+ degrees when you could be enjoying yourself at the beach or beside the pool.”  

The play began with Narrators Max Cassily and Hannah Yates who introduced us to the first four golden-ticket winners and The Bucket household, which included Mrs Bucket played by Shannon Bailey and Charlie’s four very elderly grandparents Phil Franks, Ashley Henderson, Millie Webber and Jack Newman, who in reality barely totalled forty years between them. 

It was clear that many hours of hard work had been spent behind the scenes by a huge team of adults transforming the stage into the many rooms of Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory, which was greeted by a chorus of wows from the audience. George Beevers and his team used many special effects to include all the magical elements of the book, including a flowing chocolate river from which Augusta Gloop, played by Ellie Keefe, amused the audience peeking out of the river with a chocolate-coated face before falling in and being sucked up the pipes.  Augusta’s furious mother played by Christin Smith added a comical edge to the scene chasing Willy Wonka around the stage with her handbag. Gum-chewing Violet Beurogarde, played by Ruby Cassily, blew up like a blueberry in a tailor-made inflatable costume and went blue all over before being rolled off stage to the cries of “mother” Kelly Baldwin. Lydia Ellis-Feather played a convincingly pushy Veruca Salt, encouraged by her weary “parents” Freddie Taylor-Shearer and Nina Ellis-Feather. Lydia gave an excellent rendition of “I Want It Now!” before being ensnared by the five squirrels Bobby & Jacky Baldwin, Erin Mills, Aimee Padden and Jess Thompson. Erin said “I loved playing a squirrel – it was really good fun pushing the Salt’s down the rubbish chute. It made everyone laugh.”  A shuddering and juddering Great Glass Elevator with lots of whooshing and whirring noises and flashing lights whizzed us to the final room of Wonka’s Factory. Special effects again produced much laughter in the TV room where Mike Teavee played by Matt Stanley was shrunk to doll-sized proportions to be pulled out of the TV by distraught “father” Josh Cooper. 

Rhys Williams who played Charlie Bucket gave an exceptionally strong performance.  His enthusiasm as the fifth lucky golden ticket winner was infectious right through to the closing scene, and his pure voice charmed the audience with “Pure Imagination” and “I’ve Got A Golden Ticket”.  Rhys was well supported by Phil Franks as Grandpa Joe who gave a persuasive performance as an aged and caring old man who was awe-inspired by the mystical events at The Factory.  
Joe Newman’s performance as Willy Wonka was magical.  He wowed the audience with his eccentric mannerisms and commanding nature.  At only 13 years old, Joe looked a true natural on stage and enjoyed the whole experience of playing Willy Wonka.  “This is only my fifth time on stage and Willy Wonka is my favourite character that I have played so far.  I love comedy roles.  Willy Wonka really suited me because he is a bit of a lunatic like me.”  
But wait an Oompa Loompa minute!  What about all those 3,000 Oompa Loompa’s in Wonka’s Factory? The Oompa Loompas put on a fine performance and gave a true impression of a busy factory.  Their singing and dancing added a fun but serious moment at the end of each scene with their cautionary morals about the demise of the golden ticket winners. The ten Oompa Loompa’s were played by Shannon Bailey, Jess Cooper, Laura Glover, Jodie Hammond, Ashley Henderson, Ellie Keefe, Lucy McCool, Jack Newman, Christin Smith & Millie Webber, some of whom also doubled up as main characters. When asked how it felt playing an orange-faced-green-wigged Oompa Loompa, Jodie agreed that she liked wearing the funny costume best, and credit must go to June Ross and Margaret McGarva who spent many hours making all the fantastic costumes.

So what is next for S.P.A.C.E. Youth Theatre?  Well, in addition to their Youth Theatre classes that recommence in September, many of the children will be involved in “Music of the Night” a theatrical concert featuring songs from the Shows on 16th & 17th September, and I am sure you will see many more on stage in this autumn’s S.P.A.C.E. production of the musical “Oliver”.  As you can imagine, there is a long waiting list of budding young actors wanting to join S.P.A.C.E. Youth Theatre.  Nand can tell you more on 99 414 261 youth@space-theatre.com. 

