Stage & Performing Arts Club Episkopi

“Stars In Your Eyes”

by David Johnson

Not everyone is brave enough to put their name forward in a talent competition, but last weekend a parade of nine hopefuls toughed it out before  a sell-out audience at the Episkopi S.P.A.C.E. theatre, in a most entertaining and particularly talented parade of stars. 

The format followed the TV series, with Matthew Kelly look-alike John Hall, minus hair, and the ever glamorous Carole Cording in a splendid emerald-green ball-gown, acted as joint hosts.

The Competition

A cloud of pyrotechnical smoke heralded the first entrant to pass through the star-studded door of opportunity as Tara Kille, skilfully portrayed Eva Cassidy singing ‘Somewhere over the Rainbow’ in a clear, sweet and charming voice with just a simple acoustic guitar for accompaniment.

Next up was Vince Roberts, as Johnny Moore (of the Drifters) rendering ‘Saturday Night At The Movies’, the ethnic make-up possibly presenting something of a departure from Vince’s normal appearance?

Alan Taylor Shearer offered, ‘In the Air Tonight’ simulating Phil Collins, whilst Jacqui Pinniger was Petula Clark, singing the hit ‘Down Town’, in a notably nubile and bubbly performance which brought a well-deserved cheer from the audience.

The last act before the break saw Danny Penn as Shaggy, singing ‘Angel’. Danny had obviously spent some time in make-up and his black Afro wig completed the metamorphism.  

Each performer gave a pre-recorded interview explaining the choice of artist with a brief personal background preceding each act.

The second half saw Meg Gaiger appearing as Amy Lee (of Evanescence) singing ‘My Immortal’. Meg said later than another choice had been precluded as she was unable to fit the tight leather trousers owing to her fourth child being on the way! Nevertheless, she looked amazing and was greatly appreciated by the audience. 

Music teacher Gita Wymer was stunning, stylish and sexy in a short, black dress, a mirror-image of Academy award winning Catherine Zeta Jones in Chicago’s, ‘All That Jazz.’

But bringing the house down was popular Colin Hadley as DJ Otzi with the sing-a-long song ‘Hey Baby’. Colin’s warm, confident stage manner immediately engaged the audience who, with encouragement from Colin, demanded a repeat of the chorus line which ended with thunderous applause. 

Last but certainly by no means least was Kelly Medlar as Anastacia, singing the hit ‘Cowboys and Kisses’. Kelly is no ordinary singer and delivered the song with almost professional skill. Her sultry powerful voice hit all the notes with strength and passion and was simply outstanding.  

After a brief pause, Kelly Medlar, to the delight of everyone, was voted a clear winner. Kelly wowed the audience with ‘Cowboys and Kisses’ one more time, delivering yet another truly breathtaking performance. 

“I arrived in Cyprus in February. I have been singing for about 10-years in various bands,” said 26-year old Kelly. “I was very surprised to win, it’s really amazing.”

At the Stage Door

Later backstage, one or two stars found time to reflect on their experiences: “Last year, I had four students performing in ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ so I was really worried and nervous having put myself up this year,” said Music Teacher Gita Wymer from Norway. “It’s been really good fun!” 

“It’s my first time on stage and it’s been absolutely fantastic, I loved it,” added Vince Roberts. “Just the make-up’s a bit itchy. On Monday morning I come back down to Earth, working in J4 branch. That’s the real me.”

The final word went to crowd entertainer Colin Hadley. “I chose ‘Hey Baby’ purely to get the audience going. If I had a pound for every-time I’ve done it, I would have won!” chuckled Colin. “It’s a superb song and I loved every minute. Great standard all round; Kelly was a worthy winner though, tremendous.” A sentiment with which everyone agreed. 

