S.P.A.C.E.   :      ‘DRACULA’ THE FINAL PANTO OF THE SEASON

DRACULA 
‘Will it be OK to bring the children? Is it really scary? Will there be blood?’ The box office was inundated with such queries from concerned parents worried that Dracula, this years pantomime production at the S.P.A.C.E. theatre at Episkopi, would terrify their kids.
.
Dracula, of course, is not normally associated with pantomime; this relatively new production written by John Sperinck was performed for the first time just a few years ago. Episkopi’s S.P.A.C.E. players, aptly directed by Nand Cassily, bravely pioneered the spooky production in Cyprus last week with a run of eight highly successful sell-out shows. Whilst the theme was Dracula, any other connection to Bram Stoker’s classic spine-chilling love story and the riotous S.P.A.C.E. pantomime was hard to find. 

“There is nothing we can do about it once the curtain opens; all the doubts and worries fade away and it just happens,” said show director Nand.

The story…

The panto began when a coffin opened to reveal Pete Sorrell, a curiously natural Count Dracula, speaking in a strange Italian Mafioso accent. From that moment on, all the usual suspects appeared: the conventional panto routine of slap stick and fun, booing and hissing, and lots of ‘oh no, it isn’ts…..was the order of the evening. The Counts sidekick, a somewhat benign werewolf called Boris, was admirably played by Bill Potter, seemingly having failed to shave for a week or two, members of the cast advising that, ‘he looks like that anyway.’
Parents relaxed, children squirmed in their seats in delight, as a rich talented cast of familiar panto characters emerged. The Dame (Rosie Glow) was saucily portrayed by Jim Thornhill, doubling as Chairman of the S.P.A.C.E. theatre group, and, after frequently adjusting his ‘two saucers chest’, worryingly yet brilliantly, performed a memorable strip tease routine half way through the show to reveal not much at all, to the great disappointment of some sections of the audience.
Parents and children alike screamed, warning Jack (Jon ‘Jacko’ Jackson) as various characters crept up behind unannounced. The charmingly beautiful Sonia (Lucy Bent), or was it the equally lovely Richard (Meg Gaiger), spellbinding in dress and trouser suit respectively, were much sought after by Dracula and his Brides.
A rousing performance was delivered by Dawn Osborne and Colin Hadley, as Steak and Kidney’ respectively, two rotund characters, a kind of Laurel and Hardy double act, who appeared routinely throughout the show, delivering a string of ‘one-liners’ and cameos to delight the young audience.

Stealing the show, with legs to die, for was Fairy Garlic, the skin hugging pink tights setting off shapely pins, the rhythmical camp voice and coy smile, when synchronised with a well-timed waft of the ‘wand of garlic’, suggesting a smouldering libido; a great character and wonderful fun, superbly captured by Jim Pinnock.
Exclusive Interviews from the Chorus at the Stage Door..

At the back-stage door, fans waited to greet the marvellous Chorus. Many talented mega-stars found time to give exclusive interviews to The Lion…
Ruby Cassily, one of the many gifted young chorus singer/dancers explained, “I have been on stage loads of times. Being a door-mouse two years ago is my favourite so far as it was a main part.” Nicolle Chapman added, “my favourite was Whacky Soap a while ago. I want be a famous actor as I really enjoy acting.”

Shannon Bailey (10) was a little nervous despite this being her sixth appearance. Danielle Osbourne (12 and holding) felt like Peter Pan, not wanting to be any older or younger. Bobby Baldwin and twin sister Jacky (10) said, “the audience on the first night were really good.” The best part said Danny Missenden (14) was, “being with all my friends.” Dedicated actor Lara Ellis-Feather (14), accompanied by sisters and fellow performers Nina (12) and Lydia (10) had, “played Snow White at St. John’s previously,” but concurred, accompanied by an enormously enthusiastic roar from the other members of the assembled Chorus, that her aim was to go to Hollywood.
Armour suited Anna King, whose role including giving maracas to the Dame and shaking them during the monster mash, was dressed as a Tom-boy. Katie Mallion (8), said her favourite subject was Art, explaining that homework been put ‘on the backburner’ (general cheers all round). Tom King played ‘Dumb’ having previously starred in England in a play called the ‘Giant Christmas Pudding’, with Matt Stanley (10) playing the other half, ‘Dumber’. 
All agreed putting the make up was great fun. 

The brief stage-door media opportunity ended with the curtain call with insufficient time to interview all the multi-talented chorus players. 

End of the panto season

Producer Kari Thornhill summed up. “My colleague Nand Cassidy directed this production and she also runs the Youth Theatre: the children for the panto all come from there. There are forty one Youth Theatre members in total ranging from eight to sixteen and they are all really great. The crew have been outstanding.”

The vendor of the hamburger and hot dog stall outside was rushed off his feet as the families queued at the interval for some winter warming vitals, ketchup in short supply; the panto season ending on a high (if blood curdling) note.
